
 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Musicianship: Understanding Music 

 Year 1 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, F major, G 

major and A minor. Find and keep a steady 

beat together. Understand the difference 

between creating a rhythm pattern and a 

pitch pattern. Copy back simple rhythmic 

patterns using long and short. Copy back 

simple melodic patterns using high and low. 

Complete vocal warm-ups with a copy back 

option to use Solfa. 

Year 2 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. In 

the key centres of: C major, G major and A 

minor. Find and keep a steady beat. Copy 

back simple rhythmic patterns using long and 

short. Copy back simple melodic patterns using 

high and low. Complete vocal warm-ups with a 

copy back option to use Solfa. Sing short 

phrases independently. 

EYFS 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-

known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when 

appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 5 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, G major, D 

major, F major and A minor. In the time 

signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. Find 

and keep a steady beat. Listen and copy 

rhythmic patterns made of dotted minims, 

minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted 

quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers 

and their rests, by ear or from notation. Copy 

back melodic patterns using the notes: C, D, E 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B D, E, F♯, G, A A, B, C, D, E, F♯, 

G F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

Year 6 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. In 

the key centres of: C major, G major, D major, 

A minor and D minor. In the time signatures of: 

2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. Find and keep a 

steady beat. Listen and copy rhythmic patterns 

made of minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, 

dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, 

semiquavers and their rests, by ear or from 

notation. Copy back melodic patterns using 

the notes: D, E, F, G, A C, D, E, F, G, A, B G, A, B, 

C, D, E, F♯ D, E, F♯, G, A, B, C♯ A, B, C, D, E, F, G 

Year 3 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, F major, G 

major and A minor. In the time signatures of: 

2/4, 3/4 and 4/4. Find and keep a steady beat. 

Copy back and improvise simple rhythmic 

patterns using minims, crotchets, quavers and 

their rests. Copy back and improvise simple 

melodic patterns using the notes: C, D, E G, A, 

B F, G, A A, B, C 

 

Year 4 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. In 

the key centres of: C major, F major, G major 

and A minor. In the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4 

and 4/4. Find and keep a steady beat. Listen 

and copy rhythmic patterns made of 

semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers, semiquavers and their rests, 

by ear or from notation. Copy back melodic 

patterns using the notes: C, D, E C, D, E, G, A G, 

A, B G, A, B, D, E F, G, A A, B, C, D, E, F, G 

 


